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CITY LIVING FROM A NEW PERSPECTIVE 


Located at the corner of Spruce Place and 14th Street, 1 РМ Араптепї< 
combines luxury living with the best views in Minneapolis: 

Offering over 40,000 square feet of indoor and outdoor amenities including. 2915, 
game room, sauna, indoor dog play area, a state-of-the-art fitaessecemter and more. 
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Life is complicated enough without adding food 


and body issues into the mix. Our experienced 2 
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hope for lasting recovery. Real help for eating disorders 


and compassionate staff knows eating disorders, 


often from personal experience, and can help with Th E Á | 
proven programs tailored to all genders. There is e Lmi 
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FIRST EQUITY MORTGAGE 


Featured Employee 


NMLS #299829 


Sherri Martin 


With over 28 years as a Realtor and mortgage loan originator, Sherri brings the special skills 
needed to get you into the home of your dreams. Whether thinking about buying, building, or 
refinancing, Sherri is the professional to call with questions or to start a fact finding mission. Her 
work with first time buyers, FHA, VA and conventional loan products proves she knows how to 
think outside the box. After spending years as an Owner, as Regional Manager, and VP of 
mortgage banking, Sherri is ready to use her expertise to help you get the right loan product at 
the right payment. 


When not working at First Equity, Sherri has been a team lead volunteer feeding homeless and 
food deficient families in our community for over 30 years. She also enjoys spending time with 
her two grandsons! 


Let Sherri help get you into the home you've been dreaming of! 


Senior Loan Officer Call or email Sherri to schedule your FREE appointment to meet and 
Cell: 763-443-0296 discuss your mortgage needs today! 

Office: 763-251-1983 

Sherri@FEMort.com 

NMLS #488958 OPPORTUNITY 


EQUAL HOUSING 
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jewelry home chocolate 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


EE m American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
A M E R IC AN Е АМ [| LY American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
| INSURANCE | American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
All your protection under one roof * Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


www.StyleByMax.com 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


Reaching your 
financial goals 
can start here 


When you're ready to build on your achievements, our 
trusted bankers are ready to support your personal and 
professional goals. Our bankers live and work in your 
community and know that good relationships make us 
all stronger. With our customized tools and services, 
we may help you build a legacy of wealth and success. 


© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. (1203728_12666) 


Together we'll go far 
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Bankruptcy Law т: 
Me for over 24 years 


Stop: 
- wage garnishment – banklevies – foreclosure — creditor phone calls 


BECKY A. MOSHIER Call for a FREE consultation with an 


experienced bankruptcy attorne 
- ATTORNEY AT LAW å pe 


— mm 651-645-1711 


2233 Tre Ave. Ws Ste TE St. Paul, MN . 
55114 (near Hwy. 94 & Hwy. 280) www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


Matthew Pagel 


Income Tax Professional 


Declaration of royal treatment ~ 

"| pledge to provide clients with realistic 
answers to their tax situation and to give 
them the peace of mind that their tax 
returns are accurate and deliver the best 
possible outcome.” 


JAMES SEWELL BALLET 


XX 


Profesdonals James Sewell Ballet presents the 


4500 Park Glen Road Ballet of the Dolls production of 


msn | Nutcracker 
(not so) Suite 


Choreography by Myron Johnson 


December 4—20, 2015 
The Goodale Theater 
at The Cowles Center 


2015-2016 / SEASON 22 


MINNESOTA 


For a somewhat racier version choose 
LEANING Naughty Nutcracker on Friday, December 11 
LEFT... or Saturday December 19. 


Sponsored by 


TARGET. 


Tickets 


Listen at 
AM950radio.com 
or on our App 


FOR DANCE & THE PERFORMING ARTS 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Go ‘Round and ‘Round and ‘Round 


I was working in my editorial logs the other day and noticed that there 
are only three regular issues left this year, before our year-end Yellow 
Pages Edition. We've got this one, the Holiday Gift Guide, and the Year in 
Review with Lavender Community Awards. That is shocking. It's just like 
the world of publishing, though, to be thinking about things that aren't 
seasonal, getting press releases for Valentine's Day back on the Fourth of 
July. More of a way of life than a song, let's do the time warp again. 

Because we publish every two weeks, we might be working on sto- 
ries that are going to be next month or the month after, or we might be 
dashing to get a story that just happened into the issue going to press. 
It's all about being as nimble as we can be. In the print issue, we're more 
about narratives than news, more about positives than negatives, more 
about local than national or global. These factors have helped Lavender 
be alasting publication in Minnesota for over 20 years. 

But wait, there's more. 

'There's so much more. Electronically, you can get our magazine on 
the website, and you can also get it delivered directly to your iPad and 
iPhone by Newsstand. Free as always. We are posting fresh content to 
our website, www.lavendermagazine.com, frequently. Sophia Hantzes is 
out there covering your events with her camera, posting photo galleries 
to the website as she goes. John Townsend and Shane Lueck are talking 
about a number of performances and productions; and Shane also posts 
up interviews with national celebrities and Crowdfund Roundups on the 
regular. Our Sports Page features events, photos, scores, and stories of 
our local GLBT sports organizations and leagues. The Lavender Yellow 


Pages are there for you to be able to find businesses and services that sup- 
port this community. And our Online Calendar, which you can add your 
events to for free, is one ofthe most popular destinations on the website, as 
is the Contests and Promotions section. Bookmark our website and give 
us a visit when you're making your rounds online; you never know what 
might be new on there for you. Follow us on Facebook (www.facebook. 
com/lavendermagazine) and Twitter (@lavmag) to find out as soon as we 
publish new stories on the website as well as other important information. 

We don't talk about it in the magazine much, but we're also the people 
behind Big Gay News on our website, on Twitter (@biggaynews), and as 
the first gay podcast. The Twitter following is close to 78,000 at this point 
and grows each time I glance at it. The Big Gay News podcast began in 
2006 and has been broadcast to the world nearly every weekday since. 
Bradley Traynor was its first producer and host, Pierre Tardif took over 
the reins a few years ago, and now I'll be the primary voice with Shane Lu- 
eck taking a day or two a week as well. I’m enjoying the new challenges in 
not only learning more about the global community, but also more about 
podcasting, itself, and how to pronounce words like “Södersjukhuset” like 
Ihad to do on my first day on the job...without sounding like Marge from 
Fargo. 

So, what was I saying about there being only three issues left of this 
year? Never mind. The point gets lost in the shuffle. 

Thank you for finding us, following us, engaging with us, and keeping 
us going all year ‘round, for the past 20 years. 

With you and with thanks, 


AUTO ACCIDENTS | WORKINJURIES 
PERSONAL INJURIES | EON LAW 


RobichaudLaw.com 


612.333.3343 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Reeling and Writhing ... an 
Fainting in Coils 


I was reminded when again I read the reminder that someone who 
speaks broken English obviously knows a second language, that we are 
becoming more and more intolerant not only of other cultures, but even 
of their spoken words. 

Recently at Sam’s Club, a worker spoke to the cashier briefly in 
Somali. The man in front of me immediately chastised them for not 
speaking English, even though they were not carrying on a lengthy 
conversation. I interjected and said I thought it admirable that they 
spoke both languages. The shopper glared at me, snatched up his 
bags and departed. 

Other societies don’t share this isolationist attitude. A French friend’s 
grade-school daughter was already learning English, while her older 
brother was studying German and English. The young man at the hotel 
desk in Amsterdam at 21 spoke Dutch, English, Italian, and Romanian. I 
do speak French to a degree, and can read it fairly well, having managed 
to get through the three Folio volumes of Les Miserables, but the most I 
could articulate in Dutch was “Dag!” (Hello). 


So, when I announced my recent intention to study Dutch, the main 
response was, “Why?” I first listened desultorily to tapes, gained a few 
phrases, and then, realizing that self-motivation is not my forte, signed 
on at the University of Minnesota for Dutch 1001. There I’ve joined some 
dozen other students, most of whom, I discovered in our halting, intro- 
ductory conversations, are a good half-century younger. 

Of an evening, I must confess, I’ve also asked, “Why?” Why is a stu- 
dent of a certain age, for whom even common English words now and 
again fail to surface when summoned; who now needs the mental image 
of a stagecoach and team of horses in order to remember the name of 
his bank, decide to take on board “de woningbouwvereniging”? 

Well, for one thing, I plan to revisit the Netherlands, and I think it 
only polite to be able to say even a “Good morning,” “How are you?” or 
“See you later” to a native. Languages open new worlds, and opening on 
any level is a more wholesome and healing activity than battening down 
the hatches, shriveling like a dried nut in its shell, and shutting out the 
wonder of this many-languaged world. ш 


If you call a contractor yourself, 
that still counts as DIY. 


Look to a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit for your next 
major project. You’ll be greeted with competitive rates, flexible 
payment options and people who genuinely care. 


HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT 


Introductory Rate for 5 months 
Rates as low as 


1.507 


Rate available 9/12/15 — 11/20/15. 
Rates are subject to change. 


usbank.com/dreambig | 800.209.BANK (2265) 


Variable rate after 
Introductory period 


3.997 


Actual rates may vary. 
Visit your local branch or usbank.com. 


Mbank. 


*1.50% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. The Introductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 1.50% during the five-month 
Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for ап LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from September 12, 2015-November 20, 2015. After the five-month introductory period: 
the APR is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as published in the Wall Street Journal. As of September 11, 2015, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines 
of Credit ranged from 2.99% APR to 8.25% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase in the Prime Rate, a credit limit below $125,000, an LTV at or above 80%, a low credit score and/or not having a U.S. Bank 
personal Package Checking account. A U.S. Bank personal package checking account is required to receive the lowest rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or applicable state 
law, or below 1.50% APR. Choosing an interest-only repayment may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, once your credit line transitions into the repayment period. Repayment options may 
vary based on credit qualifications. Interest only repayment may be unavailable. Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. 

Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. Bank and its representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is 

unique. You should consult your tax and/or legal advisor for advice and information concerning your particular situation. Other restrictions may apply. Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-related 

funding costs. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first year and is waived with a U.S. Bank personal Platinum Checking Package. See the Consumer Pricing Information brochure for terms and 
EQUAL Housing Conditions that apply to U.S. Bank Package Checking accounts. Mortgage and Home Equity products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered through U.S. Bank National 


LENDER Association. Member FDIC ©2015 U.S. Bank. All rights reserved. 150859 9/15 
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ST. CLOUD PRIDE 


SEPTEMBER 19, 2015 


TRANS EQUITY 
SUMMIT 


SEPTEMBER 24, 2014 


| 
| 
Photo by Sophia Hantzés /. 
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Make sure your business 
or organization is part of 
Lavender's 2016 
Yellow Pages & 
Wedding Resource Guide! 


Call 612-436-4660 to speak 
to a sales executive and 
reserve your space today. 


Deadline: December 4 


ciHElIE 


ARCHITECTURE * INTERIORS 


612.870.4081|shelterarchitecture.corn 


If you think 


COOL 
MATIERS 


Lets Talk 


AX Features as the Star Tribune’s November 2015 Home of the Month 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BISEXUALITY DAY 
CELEBRATION 


SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 


xual Organizing рр i 
| S s 


pS 


М. үи 


føre met 


LAVENDER'S 
FIRST THURSDAY 
AT HABITATION 


ОСТОВЕК 1, 2015 
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SCHEHERAZADE JEWELERS PRESENTS 


Master Jewelers Event 


NEWEST DESIGNS PREVIEW - EVENT SPECIAL PRICING 
FRI., NOV. 13TH & SAT., NOV. 14TH, 10AM-8PM 


 Bondanza 


MICHAEL BONDANZA 


HERITAGE LEGACY 
LOCKETS 


Crafted in precious 18kt gold, 
designer fine jewelry 
keepsakes for your 

cherished memories. 
Artisan-Made in New York. 


Custom personalized 


engraving services available, 
by appointment, please. 


oeeoree 
saw Ver 


ONE-OF-A- KIND 
SCULPTURE TO WEAR 


George Sawyer creates durable 
and distinctive rings using a 
unique Japanese precious metal 
forging technique. 


Artisan-Made in Minnesota, 
George designs fine jewelry that 
will be treasured for one- 
thousand-and-one tomorrows. SCHEHERAZADE J EWE LE RS 
Galleria e 69th & France e Edina 
sjewelers.com e 952-926-2455 


SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE 


p^ "a X 
Beautiful - The Carole King Musical. Photo by Joan Marcus 


SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


high. Her low-tech style and 
gentle vocal phrasing meant 

she had to have a great voice 

to become successful. She 

didn't escape into the hard rock 
mentality that started taking root 
in that decade, which can mask 
vocal talent. 

Now there's a Broadway show 
about King. Since it opened at the 
beginning of last year, Beauti- 
ful — The Carole King Musical, 
has become the highest-grossing 
production in the history of 
New York's Stephen Sondheim 
Theatre. King's youth, along 
with her artistic relationship and 
marriage to Gerry Goffin, and 
memorable tunes like Will You 
Still Love Me Tomorrow and Up on 
the Roof are recounted. Her other 
collaborators, Cynthia Weill and 
Barry Mann, are also a part of this 
smash hit bio-musical. It has been 
compared to Jersey Boys! 


BEAUTIFUL - THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL 
Nov. 18-29 

Оголе: Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
800-982-2787 

www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


In the 1970s, everywhere you went you could feel the 
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earth move beneath your feet 
with the tunes of Carole King. 
For a time her Tapestry album 
was the top selling album. I 
remember saving up to buy my 
own Tapestry album in junior 


THE JUNGLE BOOK 
Through Dec. 20 

Children’s Theatre 

2400 3rd Ave. S., Minneapolis 
612-874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


Greg Banks is a directorial 
genius who creates highly physi- 
calized stage versions of classic 
children’s literature that speak to 
today while keeping integrity to 
the original source. His staging 
of Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle 
Book is the best thing he has ever 
done at CTC. 

The story of a little boy, Mow- 
gli (an endearingly mercurial 
Eric Sharp), raised by wolves and 
misguided by monkeys, is 
presented on the multi-levels 
of Joe Stanley’s evocative set 
where characters — all the rest 
of whom are nonhuman animals 
— move about on earthen-like 
steps and ropes. Green foliage all 
around. Nancy Schertler’s light- 
ing design, in sublime cohesion 
with the set, evokes a sense of 
infinitude into the jungle. Robert 
Frost might have called it “lovely, 
dark, and deep.” The mood is 
numinously enhanced by Victor 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 


Ф Prudential 


P USFIGURE 
adi SKATING 


CHAMPIONSHIPS 2016 SAINT PAUL 


2016uschampionships.com 


CHAMPIONS mus CROWNED 


JANUARY 15-24, 2016 


WATCH THE NATION'S BEST FIGURE SKATERS 
COMPETE TO BE THE 2016 U.S. CHAMPIONS! 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


Xcel Energy Center Box Office, Ticketmaster Ticket Centers, ticketmaster.com 
Charge-By-Phone 800.745.3000, Groups 651.312.3486, TDD/TTY 800.359.2525 
Xcel Energy Center.. 


xcelenergycenter.com 


SPOTLIGHT 


FEMMES: A Tragedy. Photo by Rebecca J. Lawrence Photography 


Zupanc’s soundscape. 

The actors play multiple roles but they have been given star 
turns within that. Autumn Ness, in a sleek manifestation, mines 
the protective and nurturing sense of the panther, Bagheera. 
Ness is one of the Twin Cities’ great actresses and she has never 
been more brilliant. Children I spoke with afterward said she 
was their favorite. Also, few local actors so easily tap into the 
nature of compassion as does H. Adam Harris. In the role of 
Baloo the Bear and the Papa Wolf, he exudes a spirit of pure love 
and sweetness. 

Casey Hoekstra continues to expand his range with a mag- 
netic performance as carnivorous tiger, Sher Khan, who is out 
to chow down on Mowgli. Where Disney's animated classic en- 
codes Sher Khan as lecherously gay, Hoekstra blends masculine 
power with Machiavellian cunning. Equally magnetic is Nastacia 
Nicole. Beware though. You'll fall in love with her as Mowgli's 
bravely protective mother wolf, but she might hypnotize you as 
Kaa, the slyly protective python. In addition, Annie Enneking’s 
fight consulting and Alison Simples’ costumes enrich Banks’ 
gorgeously sumptuous production. 


An Octoroon. Photo by Rich Ryan 


FEMMES: A TRAGEDY 

Dec. 4-13 

Nimbus Theatre, 1517 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
612-227-1188 


www.tctwentypercent.org 


Swing Out Sister and Break Out! Playwright Gina Young 
re-imagines Clare Boothe Luce’s 1936 classic, The Women, in 
terms of femme lesbian culture, or subculture, if you prefer. The 
acclaimed 20% Theatre Company Twin Cities honors its com- 
mitment to feminist-queer content with this madcap romp into 
butch/femme relationships in comparison and contrast to hetero 
stereotypes. It also looks into polyamory and burlesque. 

Artistic Director Claire Avitable says, “It is rare for 20% 
Theatre Company to produce a comedy, but FEMMES: A 
Tragedy so brilliantly combines our commitment to making 
the invisible visible with our dedication to work that provides 
strong, challenging, and fun roles for our artists. Plays about 
lesbians or queer women are so very rare, let alone plays that 
focus on queer femme identity. I wanted to raise awareness 
about femme invisibility in the queer community, and have a 
fantastic time doing it. This play is dedicated to anyone who 
identifies as femme, regardless of gender identity, assigned sex 
at birth, or sexuality.” 


AN OCTOROON 
Through Nov. 15 

Mixed Blood Theatre 

1501 S. 4th St., Minneapolis 
612-338-6131 


www.mixedblood.com 


Will & Grace meets Trey 
Parker meets Dion Boucicault’s 
1859 drama, The Octoroon. This 
adds up to An Octoroon by Bran- 
don Jacob-Jenkins. Though called 
a deconstruction, it’s actually 
more of a free-wheeling riff. A 
playwright character comes out 
at the start of the performance in 
his tighty-whities and complains 
about his therapist and how 
others project stock expectations 
onto black playwrights. This 
unfolds into a spoof on the origi- 
nal drama that self-consciously 
turns greedy whites, a Native 
American, a giant rabbit, and 
various slaves into the brunt of 
jokes. It recalls the easy snark of 
Trey Parker. For example, slave 
women speak in contemporary 
jargon and a slave auction has the 
feel of models on a runway. Its 
humor by trivialization got lots of 
laughs the night I attended. That 
said, Jacob-Jenkins’s mindset is 
uncannily reminiscent of Will 
& Grace, where identity politics 
is drenched in self-conscious 
identity references, nearing the 
point of solipsism. Directed with 
energetic melodramatic and 
vaudevillian style by the talented 
Nataki Garrett. 


THE STORMS OF 
NOVEMBER 

Through Nov. 22 

Nimbus Theatre 

1517 Central Ave. NE, 
Minneapolis 
612-548-1380 
www.nimbustheatre.com 


Playwright Josh Cragun grew 
up by Lake Superior, appreciat- 
ing its raw ferocious natural 
power. In his new play he shares, 
“I wanted the people in our story 
to not be the typical, the normal. 
I wanted them to be of the place 
but still unique. That is why our 
captain is a female (Heidi Berg). 
An outlier but not untrue. It was 
during the period in which the 
show is set that the first woman 
became captain of a Great Lakes 
carrier. Her name was Lillian 
Kluka. I think that's where the 
interesting stories always are: 
with the people who are a little 
different, who dare to stand out 
a little, who dare to take a stand, 
who don't let others tell them who 
they have to be. And a boat, a 
boat is a place where you can tell 
society to back off. You will create 
your own world, your own rules, 
live true to yourself. That's ulti- 
mately what this story is about: 
people searching for themselves, 
and finding a way to be true to 
that.” m 
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Joseph Haj. Photo by Heidi Bohnenkamp 


ARTS & CULTURE 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


JOSEPH H 


THE GUTHRIE THEATER 


\ 


NEW ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
SHARES HIS VISION 


Joseph Haj recently took 
the reins as the Guthrie 
Theater’s new artistic director, 
succeeding Joe Dowling who 
held that position for 20 years. 
Haj comes from the PlayMak- 
ers Repertory Company, 
the resident theater at the 
University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill. He served as its 
producing artistic director for 
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almost a decade. 

The 51-year-old Arab 
American will be directing 
Shakespeare’s Pericles and 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
South Pacific for the current 
Guthrie season; however, his 
duties and responsibilities 
stretch well beyond directing 
and preparing for those two 
productions. He will see that 


the many other season produc- 
tions on the Guthrie’s three 
stages are provided with their 
multiple needs. 

Moreover, Haj is essentially 
the theater’s public face. Given 
that the Guthrie is the nation’s 
flagship regional theater he 
must be a master of outreach. 
He has already been to greater 
Minnesota, having visited 


Duluth and Rochester among 
other places, and has been very 
engaged in communication 
with various Twin Cities arts 
organizations. I spoke with 
Haj last month about how he 
sees things and what we might 
expect during his tenure. 

I have heard you are 
keen on collaborations. 
Joseph Нај: In this kind of 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


job, one always looks for col- 
laborations. I’ve spent my life 
in rehearsal rooms. I love col- 
laborators. I love collaborating. 
It’s only been three months 
and I haven’t met all the artis- 
tic leaders in town but I’ve met 
a lot of them. And I’m such an 
admirer of so many of them. 
Many Гуе known for years 

and others are new to me who 
I’m just getting to know. But 
it’s an extraordinary environ- 
ment. There are many, many 
really great leaders of many 
wonderful organizations and 
so I would welcome and look 
for opportunities to collaborate 
and to partner. It’s the early 
days and there’s nothing in the 
works. But for the moment it’s 
just getting to know each other 
and finding out what might 
make sense. 

What are some of the dif- 
ferences between PlayMak- 
ers and the Guthrie? 

JH: In some ways it’s not dis- 
similar. How does one learn 
about the organization? How 
does one identify strengths 
and weaknesses? How do you 
figure out what you want to 

do about those weaknesses? 
What’s the overarching vision? 
How do we set the direction 
toward that vision? These are 
leadership questions whether 
you're running a $2.8 million 
theater or a $28 million theater. 

My thinking doesn’t get 
10 times different or better 
on account of the fact that I’m 
leading an organization 10 
times larger. But there are, of 
course, meaningful challenges. 

A simple, sort of funny 
observation: the director of 
marketing comes and suggests 
we're going to do a subscriber 
event. Well, I love a subscriber 
event. At PlayMakers all of the 
subscribers come. I speak for 
20 minutes, and there's a Q&A 
and we talk about whatever. At 
PlayMakers I do one. Here I've 
done seven so far. 

You've brought both 
diversity and tradition into 
the 2015-16 season. Any- 
where one goes anymore, 
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one has to balance those 
things into the process. 
JH: I'm not sure if anywhere 
you go you have to balance 
them. But I think the Guthrie 
specifically does. The Guthrie 
can't be an identity theater. 
The Guthrie can't be only a 
classics theater. It can't only 
be a contemporary theater. It 
can't only be a GLBT theater 
or be an African American 
theater or an Asian American 
theater, etc. The Guthrie, sort 
of by mandate, [has to be] a 
lot of things to a lot of people. 
Idescribe it in the New York 
City museum analogy. If you 
go to the Whitney in New York 
you know you're looking at 
American art. At the MOMA 
you look at contemporary art. 

We have to be like the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
If you want a Rothko you go 
to the fifth floor. If you want 
a Monet, that’s on the third 
floor. If you want the remains 
of a mummified cat, that's on 
the first floor. We have to be 
that kind of an organization so 
we have to be a lot of things 
to a lot of people. So [this is] 
etched in this organization, 
the Guthrie’s DNA. It was de- 
signed to be a classics theater. 
Tyrone Guthrie struggled 
mightily in year two whether 
to produce Death of a Sales- 
man because he wasn’t certain 
it was a classic, so there’s 
that. So I think we have to be 
making classical plays and we 
have to be making sure we are 
making work in the western 
European canon, the American 
canon, the international canon, 
and we also need to be making 
contemporary work and new 
work. This is all part of what 
we need to do. 

That canon of work is 
dominated by white men. It’s 
not exclusive of course. There 
are many meaningful excep- 
tions. But in the main I think 
we can agree that that field is 
dominated by white men. And 
the Guthrie remains commit- 
ted to those stories and I think 
when we do, then it becomes 


very interesting to me through 
whose lens are we visiting 
these stories. Who are we hir- 
ing? Who is the director? Who 
is the scenic designer? Who is 
the costume designer, the light 
designer, the sound designer, 
the composer? Who are the ac- 
tors? Through whose lens do 
we get to tell these stories? 

If we say that the plays of 
Shakespeare belong to all of us 
then they belong to all of us. 
They don’t remain the prov- 
ince of just a sort of white male 
perspective because a white 
man happens to have written 
them 450 years ago. So it be- 
comes really interesting to me, 
in the nature of these classic 
plays, who are the storytellers. 
Through whose eyes, through 
whose lens do we get to see 
them becomes a real criteria. 

Can you tell me some- 
thing about how you got 
inspired about theater? 

JH: I managed to never see 

a play till my senior year in 
high school. I grew up in 
southwest Miami and in those 
days there was one theater. 
There was the Coconut Grove 
Playhouse. And I never went. 
It was no part of my young life 
at all. I was a child of recent 
immigrants and I couldn’t 
figure anything out. I real- 
ized as a parent, when we had 
our daughter, that so much 

of a parent’s job is to help 

a child navigate a society and 
cultural norms. My parents 
were recent immigrants. 
They didn’t know what those 
cultural norms were. 

So my whole young life 
was filled with a feeling of 
otherness, of not fitting in, not 
knowing the rules, wondering 
why every other kid got the 
memo of how to dress and 
I was in the wrong clothes, 
or it was the wrong time, the 
wrong place, behaving inap- 
propriately. I was disaffected. 

I was pretty angry. I was a 
very, very poor student, one of 
those kids who went to school 
year-round. I failed things dur- 
ing the year, made them up in 


summer school. 

And then in my senior 
year in high school I had that 
one great teacher, Barbara 
Lowery. There was a first 
period drama class which 
sounded like a good thing to 
sleep through. So I signed up 
for it. I had no background in 
it at all, then knew immedi- 
ately that this was something 
I wanted to try to pursue and 
it helped me. It organized the 
mind. I became a committed 
student. I got one degree, 

a second degree, а third 
degree. I went to graduate 
school at the University of 
North Carolina professional 
actor training program. I 
wanted so badly to be success- 
ful in this art form. I think it's 
a fairly ubiquitous story. It's 
one great teacher, one person 
who provides a path. And I'm 
forever grateful for it. 

Do you have any ideas 
yet about GLBT issues and 
programming, play selec- 
tion? 

JH: As we think about plural 
voices, as we think about diver- 
sity inclusion in all of its many, 
many ways, of course GLBT 
conversations and concerns 
and areas of focus are strongly 
in our thinking as we consider 
future work. 

Taylor Mac is coming this 
year. He's a great friend. And 
Colman Domingo's show A 
Boy and His Soul, which is very 
much a coming of age story of 
a gay man, a gay black man. 

Note: If you were a Guthrie 
patron 25 years ago you may 
have seen the part of him 
that is a first-rate actor in the 
nationally acclaimed produc- 
tion of The Screens during the 
1989-90 season and in a power- 
ful performance as Henry 
Antrobus, the troubled son in 
The Skin of our Teeth. So Haj, 
too, is a part of the Guthrie's 
DNA. ш 


For more information on Joseph 
Haj's inaugural Guthrie Theater 
season, visit www.guthrietheater. 
org 
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OUR SCENE 


EAT THE MENU | BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR | PHOTOS BY HUBERT BONNET 


Dee | 


\ 
Some of the team at Eastside: Justin Teske, Beryl St. Jeanne, Nick Dugan, 


Remy Pettus, Alex Konopacky, Bill Fairbanks, Ryan Burnet, Tyler Lineburg 
(seated), Amaya Fairbanks (seated). Artwork by local artist, Drew Peterson. 


Autumnal pork shoulder 
with curry caramel sauce. | 


4 


Eastside 


The Minneapolis restaurant scene is swiftly approaching embarrass- 
ment of riches territory and the object of my latest menu feasting is help- 
ing to tip that scale, one delicious bite at a time. 

Eastside is the newest creation of award-winning restaurateur Ryan 
Burnet. You know him from such Minneapolis neoclassic dining won- 
ders as Burch, Bar La Grassa, and Barrio. Together with executive chef 
Remy Pettus (late of Cosmos), the two have conspired to bring earnest, 
sincere dining to a growing neighborhood grateful for options. 

And options is exactly what Minneapolis’ Downtown East needs. Lo- 
cated at the corner of Third and Washington, Eastside is perfectly situ- 
ated. And not just for its surrounding residents either, particularly those 
filling the luxury apartments above the restaurant in Latitude 45. My 
first gasp of delight upon entering the restaurant was the realization that 
it is walking distance to the Guthrie. 

Aesthetically, the restaurant has as much depth and complexity as its 
menu. Simply put, it’s gorgeous. An inspired mix of industrial, modern, 
and vaguely Craftsman. The tile floors alone will mesmerize you while 
you wait for your food. 

Speaking of food, shall we talk menu? Let’s. After all, that’s why 
you're here, no? 

A couple weeks back on a crispy fall weekday afternoon, a couple 


friends and I had the chance to explore Eastside. Our late afternoon 
nosh started just as the happy hour crowd began to bubble in. 

First to the table was the tuna poke. There's no better way, in my 
opinion, to start a meal. Fresh buttery tuna and rich avocado dance 
around in your mouth with a hint of tart and fire brought by grapefruit 
and Fresno peppers. If your taste buds were asleep after a boring bag 
lunch, welcome back to flavor in 3D. 

On to the wood-roasted carrot salad and a chance to taste actual fall. 
Yes, the season. Chef Remy isn't just adamant about his menu reflecting 
the neighborhood, but also the change of seasons. The roasted carrot 
salad pays homage to this philosophy and deliciously so. Nothing says 
autumn like the sweet bite of roasted root vegetables. 

Next up, calamari. Whenever I see it on a menu, I order it. I'm not 
quite sure why. Typically, I’m underwhelmed. Eastside is not typical and 
underwhelming doesn't seem to be in their vocabulary. It's prepared à la 
plancha, tenderly grilled to release all its seafaring flavor. A welcome 
change from the typically overfried rubber bands that wind up on my 
plate. The pistachios were also a delightful surprise. 

The main event at this meal was the Snake River flat iron steak. East- 
side isn't a steakhouse, but you know the guy behind Burch isn't going 
to let you down. And he doesn't. Frankly, this steak rivals anything you'd 
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EAT THE MENU WITH BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


get at Burch. Or any place in town. It’s 
that good. It’s paired with scalloped 
potatoes that you'll wish came in a 
double order. And an order to go. 

Along with the steak, I highly rec- 
ommend you get an order of Chef 
Remy’s fried wild rice. It's comfort 
food at its best. And most Minneso- 
tan. Which makes it just that much 
more comforting. Don’t miss the pork 
shoulder with curry caramel sauce. 
You heard me: curry caramel sauce. 

Speaking of comfort, Га be remiss 
if I skipped dessert. Although, I did. At 
some point this month, I thought a 30- 
day no-sugar challenge sounded like a 
great idea. Luckily for you, my dinner 
companions weren’t on the same self- 
imposed restriction. And they couldn’t 
stop talking about the pear tart with its 
lavender-infused white chocolate pas- 
try cream. Seriously, I’m going back 
post-challenge for the pear tart. And 
the maple pecan pie. 

For the cocktail-inclined, you'll be 


Eastside's bar with cocktail 
program by Dan Oskey. 


happy to know local distiller Dan Os- 
key of Tattersall helped craft a bever- 
age menu as playful as the food. Sherry 
cocktails are a signature highlight, 
designed to pair perfectly with your 
meal. Also unique to Eastside, the cider 
pours are as fun as they are fantastic. 
If you've read this far, you're already 
planning your first trip to Eastside. Tru- 
ly, you'll be glad you did. ГЇЇ be back. 
There’s a fried chicken sandwich on 
a pretzel bun that’s been calling my 
name ever since I saw it on the menu. 
It is neither cliché nor hyperbole 
to say Eastside has it all. It really 
does. Great location with a wonder- 
fully inviting, thoughtful menu and a 
staff clearly passionate about offering 
guests a memorable meal. 
Embarrassment of riches, indeed. в 


EASTSIDE 

305 Washington Ave. 5 
Minneapolis 
www.eastsidempls.com 


Wood-roasted carrot salad, Amaya demonstrating a cider pour, 
and the delish pear tart with a hint of lavender. 
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SPORTS | PLAYING FOR THE OTHER TEAM | BY NELL GELHAUS 


The Missing Lynx 


Wednesday is magazine day. 
Time, Entertainment Weekly, ESPN 
the Magazine, and Sports Illustrated. 
It’s Christmas every week! 

Opening my mailbox this past 
Wednesday, I glimpsed the familiar 
blue of Minnesota basketball grac- 
ing SI's cover. Was it to be? A well- 
deserved Lynx cover story?! Alas, 
I was fooled. In a slap of bold-faced 
sexism, SJ chose instead to high- 
light the Lynx’ male counterparts 
just days after the Lynx National 
Championship win. The Timber- 
wolves were the coverboys. 

Flipping through the pages, not 
even a mention of our three-time 
WNBA Championship winning 
team was to be found. How could this be? Did 
SI really include two pages on Lamar Odom’s 
drug-fueled sexcapades, when he hasn’t even 
played a game since 2013? There’s TMZ for 
that. Clearly, there was a missing link here. 

It’s not just Sports Illustrated. An avid 
sports fan, I have most sports apps on my 
phone, which incessantly provide me with 
need-to-know-now information such as “Mar- 
cus Mariota Ruled Out For Sunday vs. Fal- 
cons” and “UFC Reinstates Jon Jones Effective 
Immediately” and also allows me to “follow” 
my favorite teams, streams and players. Pack- 
ers. Check. Twins. Check. NFL News. Check. 
A-Rodg. Check. 

No option for WNBA News. And again, the 
missing Lynx. 

A walk through Target’s Fan Shop displays 
Twins gear, Wild gear, Vikings gear, (even 
Packers gear in enemy territory), Timber- 
wolves gear, and what can’t I find? Guess. Per- 
haps Target.com? Target’s a proud Minnesota 
company! Timberwolves onesies, T-shirts, jer- 
seys, lamps, barstools, and tables. A search for 
Minnesota Lynx: No Results Found. 

How can this be? Three-peat champions. 
One championship title every other year since 
2011 to be exact. The word “dynasty” is floating 
around. The Lynx drew 18,933 fans to Target 
Center for Championship Game 5, including 
Teddy Bridgewater and Kyle Rudolph of the 
Minnesota Vikings and Minnesota’s very own 


hå 


CHAMPIONS 
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Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


reclusive rocker, Prince. Maya Moore is be- 
ing touted as the Michael Jordan of women’s 
basketball, making history with every game. 
Swishing three-point buzzer beaters in the 
WNBA finals while my eight-year-old nephew 
jumps wildly on the couch. 

And still, the sports industry has yet to catch 
on, and more surprisingly, yet to capitalize. The 
devoted fan base, sometimes raucously vocal, 
is also incredibly diverse. The little old lady in 
the Lynx jersey receives some of the heartiest 
cheers when caught busting a move on the big 
screen. Kids of all ages join Maya Moore for 
post-game dance celebrations at center court 
and eagerly slap hands with the friendliest of 
stars. Because, to their credit, for as talented 
and successful as the Lynx are, they're still 
wholly accessible and humble. Maya Moore 
still grabs a mic and sincerely thanks the fans 
after every game. I'll keep waiting for LeBron 
James to do that. In an era where many sports 
idols might also be less-than-stellar role mod- 
els, the women of the WNBA give kids some- 
thing worthwhile to aspire to. 

So what’s the problem? Why do the Lynx 
and the WNBA as a whole continue to be left 
out of mainstream sports media? Perhaps the 
powers-that-be haven't done their market re- 
search. I took it upon myself to do my own, 
in the form of texting my nieces and nephew, 
and young cousin, all of who have been to a 
Lynx game this championship season, to 
glean some consumer insights into why the 


fans care for the brand and what 
their underlying mindsets and mo- 
tivations might be. Highest quality 
research, I tell you. 

Kylar, age five, and Adah, age six 
both agreed that the “dancing” was a 
draw. One point for accessibility. 

Drew, my eightyear-old, multi- 
sport athlete nephew, lover of the 
Vikings and fantasy football, said 
"Because, they won, duh" The 
Lynx are the most successful of the 
Minnesota pro teams. One point for 
competence. 

I asked him if he remembered 
any of the players. "Serena Wil- 
liams?" Um, close, buddy. Glad you 
know who she is, though. He then 
quickly remembered Maya Moore and Seim- 
one Augustus. One point for notability. 

And finally, Zoe, age ten. “I loved watching 
the Lynx game because it inspired me to be 
the best female player I can be in any sport, in- 
cluding [in my] life goals. I watched them play 
and all bring different parts of the team and 
come together as one... I believe that all girls 
have the power to do anything and that we can 
make our own decisions in life and we need to 
remember that no one can control us or make 
decisions for us and we all need to stick togeth- 
er." Wow. Ten points for positive influence and 
meaningful impact. 

All the kids now have Lynx gear and wear it 
proudly (no thanks to you, Target!). As do the 
majority of the fans in attendance (I told my 
sister-in-law when she was looking for me in 
Hubert's pregame that I was the lesbian in the 
Lynx shirt. Apparently that didn't help.). 

There is a great, untapped market. The fans 
exist; the love is strong; the talent is dominant. 
The Lynx are not missing to whom they mat- 
ter the most, and ultimately that trumps all. 
They truly are Minnesota's best kept secret. So 
Sports Illustrated, get with the program. These 
athletes rock. But above all, to the players and 
coaching staff: Congratulations on an amazing 
season. It was an honor to watch you play and 
we can't wait for next year. Ш 
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Grand Rapids skyline sunset. Photo courtesy of Experience Grand Rapids 


TRAVEL | BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Grand Rapids 


GRAND SLAM 


If this town were in our home state, we modest Minnesotans might 
call it Above Average Rapids. But, in Michigan, they call it Grand. 

Q: Why? Three guesses: 1) Grand Rapids is big (Michigan's second 
largest city), yet its compact downtown is easy to meander; 2) It's ter- 
rific, boasting a vibrant urbanscape; 3) It's situated aside the rapids of the 
Grand River, leading to Lake Michigan 30 miles away. 

A: All of the above. And it's at its grandest during ArtPrize, the annual 
19-day celebration in which 1,800 artists, from every state and around 
the world, are paired with close to 180 display venues within a three-mile 
radius. ArtPrize salutes art of all stripes: paintings, sculptures, installa- 
tions, and time-based projects, such as video, ranging from traditional to 
decidedly unorthodox (think: plastic cups taped to a chain-link fence). 
Art spills out of nearly every edifice, from the city’s formal art muse- 
ums to hotel lobbies, restaurants, office spaces, bars, and laundromats 
— even the police station. 

The festival, launched seven years ago, was conceived “to surprise, 
delight, amaze, confound, and infuriate” the public, says its founder, and 
it delivers. Voyeurs, numbering over 400,000, range from grade-school 
classes to seniors from nursing homes and roving bands of teens. Joe Six 
Pack jostles the Mayor, checking venues off their lists. And every visitor 
is invited to vote for a favorite, who (along with a winner chosen by a jury 
of experts) walks off with a grand prize of $200,000. Live TV coverage 
pre-empts prime time, and conversations in bars and restaurants bristle 
with *Have you seen....?" and "What did you think of....?" 

My personal faves ran the gamut from meat-locker cuts fashioned of 
fabric to a photo essay exploring the struggle of gender identity; from 
bikes decorated in Native American symbols to connect kids to their cul- 
ture to a camper vehicle parked on a bridge (walk right in); and a shim- 
mering glass-ornament forest in the lobby of the grande dame Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel, aside the river walk. 

But art in Grand Rapids isn't limited to an autumn celebration. Year- 
round, downtown's Grand Rapids Art Museum and the Urban Institute 
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for Contemporary Art (UICA) join Kendall Art College's displays aside 
scads of indie galleries and crafts emporiums such as the hive in the 
MoDiv Building, where Trovati Studio features crochet pig hats, recy- 
cled cement bags as purses, and chipmunk slippers, along with glam 
home accessories, while nearby Madcap Coffee helps keep creative 
juices flowing. 

History buffs head for the Public Museum on the riverbank to wander 
through the Streets of Old Grand Rapids wing or learn about the lifestyle 
of the original Anishinaabe Nation, whose burial mounds rise nearby. 
Aside it, the Gerald Ford Presidential Museum executes vivid reminders 
of the issues this president faced when stepping up after Nixon's resig- 
nation focusing on reforming the CIA and de-bugging the White House 
post-Watergate, then what he called “the saddest hour of my time in the 
White House": the evacuation of Saigon as the U.S. Army's presence in 
Vietnam disintegrated. 

But the best of the best, the axis of culture and beauty, lies a short 
ride from downtown: the 158-acre Frederik Meijer Sculpture Gardens. 
A tram tour creeps through forests shining with creations by bold-name 
artists: one of Deborah Butterworth's horses; “Iron Tree" by Chinese 
dissident Ai Wei Wei; a Rodin; a Henry Moore; a Claes Oldenburg; the 
huge red signature work by Alexander Liberman; Louise Bourgeois' own 
signature, a mega-spider; and the photo op to surpass all photo ops, a gi- 
ant — giant! — Trojan Horse constructed from the unbuilt-in-his-lifetime 
design of Leonardo da Vinci. Also: an indoor sculpture gallery (think 
glassblower Chihuly), a Japanese garden, and a tropical greenhouse. 

All of these works make me thirst for Grand Rapids' other major art 
form: beer. Called Beer Town USA, sudsters can belly up to its 13 down- 
town breweries, including Founders, the world's largest, where (with the 
help of dedicated friends) I sampled all 24 of its brews, starting with 
best-selling All Day IPA. Downtown's newest, HopCap, boasts 150 taps, 
including a slew from Michigan. 

Want fries with that? Spuds — and other yammy edibles from barbe- 
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Rapids' ArtPrize annual festival. Photos by Carla Waldemar 


cue to sushi, maple syrup to gelato — get star treatment at the modern, 
modish Downtown Market, sporting half a dozen restaurant counters as 
well as purveyors of meat, fish, cheese, and more. 

Or leave the cooking to the pros and head to Wolfgang Puck's brand- 
new venture, The Kitchen, debuting at the Amway, featuring crab cakes in 
pesto vinaigrette, kung pao lettuce wraps, and a superb tuna tartare as well 
as signature pizzas and pastas and a superior schnitzel. The Amway's roof- 
top Cygnus27 restaurant offers food as stellar as the view, from its best- 
selling grilled corn salad, to winners like short ribs in Founders Pale Ale; 
green mole scallops paired with carnitas; and salmon in poblano pesto. 

Across the street at the J.W. Marriott, its superior dining spot, Six. 
One.Six, offers a killer kale salad followed by plates to share (if you can 
bear to), including scallops in sweet corn cream; roasted marrow bones; 
and short ribs with celeriac-caper slaw. Climax the feast with pumpkin- 
spiced bread pudding sided with créme fraiche gelato or the chocolate 
madcap, which earns its name. 


Cross the street in the opposite direction and you'll reach Reserve, 
housed in a former bank, that banks its reputation on monumental Monte 
Cristo and barbecue pork sandwiches, sided, if you're smart (or defying 
your doctor) by pork fat fries. For a nightcap, slink into the speakeasy 
deluxe called the Lumber Baron Bar back at the Amway to sip a classy 
Scotch or Bourbon. 

For further information, visit www.ExperienceGR.com. B 


ENDNOTE 


The Advocate has named Grand Rapids "one of the gayest cities" 
in the land. Who knew? Well, the boys who visit its clubs, for 

sure, including The Apartment Lounge (dancing, bingo); Rumours 
Nightclub (drag shows, go-go boys); Rockwell/Republic; Diversions 
Video Bar (karaoke); and Grand Rapids Renegades for GLBT line 
dancing. 
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Jack Baker and Michael 
McConnell sit at their solid 
oak dining table in their south 


Kentucky clerks were being ar- 


marriage licenses, Jack Baker 


Minneapolis home. An advance ' first gay wed- and Michael McConnell de- 
copy of Michael’s memoir (to ding... in 1971. cided to find a way to marry. 
be released in January) sits Long before the fight over The year was 1967. Homo- 
in front of them. The memoir, same-sex marriage op over sexuality was still classified as 
titled The Wedding Heard national media, lor g b fore a disorder, sodomy was illegal 
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rested for denying gay couples’ 


in nearly every state, a ost 
gay men and lesbians I 
fearful secrecy. 


“As you may know,” Mi- 
chael says, reaching his hand 
out to me, "[it] was atime for 
gay people that "An 

Were clos- 


scary. Most people 
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(From left) Applying for a marriage license. Photo by R. Bertrand Heine court 


esy of the Minnesota Historica 
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1 Society; Reviewing legal documents in the early 1970s. Photo by 


Charlotte Brooks; Jack at the first FREE dance at the University of Minnesota, 1970. Photo by Paul Hagen; Marching in the 1974 Gay Pride Parade, Minneapolis. Courtesy of the 
Jean-Nikolaus Tretter Collection in GLBT Studies, University of Minnesota Libraries 


eted. Most people were fearful. 
Most people were even uncom- 
fortable in their own families.” 
But, Michael confides, neither 
he nor Jack lived a secret life. 

It was a closeted time, but as 
someone who came out to his 
family at 19 years old, Michael 
wasn't afraid or hiding from any- 
one and had a supportive family 
to back him up. Quite the con- 
trary, he knew who he was. From 
the age of 14, eyeing young 
men in his father's barbershop, 
Michael dreamed of living "hap- 
pily ever after" with a partner. 
So when Jack proposed moving 
in together, Michael challenged 
him. "If we're going to do this," 
he replied, "you have to find a 
way for us to get married." 

They had met the previous 
year at a Halloween barn party 
in Oklahoma. It was a time when 
no one talked about being gay. 
It wasn't in the press, and if it 
was it was something ugly and 
awful. The cops raided bars (if 
there were bars). Michael says, 
“In Oklahoma, which was a dry 
state, the only way you could 
drink liquor was to belong to a 
private club and bring your own 
bottle to the club." 

According to him, there were 
only a few gay clubs and the 
only way you got into those 
clubs was to come up to the 
door, peek through, and if they 
knew you, you got in, or if you 
were with someone they knew, 
you got in. By those hidden 
standards, Michael and Jack 
considered themselves pretty far 
advanced in terms of being out. 

“By 1967 when Jack asked 
me to commit," Michael says, “1 
had already been with someone 
for four years, and had learned 
about relationships, had learned 
about the broader gay commu- 
nity, not only locally but across 
the country. And so we never 


had the shame, we never had 
the guilt, we never had the fear 
that most gay people had." 

For Michael, who had the 
support of his family, and Jack, 
whose parents died when he 
was young leaving him an 
orphan at a Catholic boarding 
school, there was no need to 
hide who they were. In fact, 
Michael's mom was overjoyed 
by their relationship. Jack came 
along after Michael had broken 
up with his first lover, which 
sent him into a deep depression, 
and Jack was the guy to pull 
him out of it. 

“My mom and dad were 
thrilled that | was finally seeing 
someone," Michael says. "As 
my mom said, 'Michael, you 
have got to stop this, you have 
got to get out of this house and 
go get with your friends!’ When 
Jack showed up, they really liked 
him. There was this guy, he’s a 
serious kind of guy, and he’s an 
engineer and he’s responsible 
and really polite. They really 
wanted to see this happen.” 

And so their relationship 
blossomed to the point of dis- 
cussing marriage. In 1969, Jack 
decided it was time to go to 
law school to figure out how to 
make it possible. At the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota’s law school, 
Jack got involved on campus. 
He joined and became the first 
president of the gay student 
group known as FREE (Fight Re- 
pression of Erotic Expression), 
which gave him the platform to 
demand equal marriage rights, 
among other things, for gay 
people. The other FREE mem- 
bers were undergraduates and, 
for the most part, were happy to 
support Jack’s activist vision. 

“Because we had lived free 
and openly, we had a different 
view of the world and felt much 
more comfortable about where 


we needed to go and what we 
needed to do,” Michael says. 
“Most gay people at that time 
were looking for companionship 
and friends and just being with 
others who felt the same way you 
did. The isolation and the fear re- 
ally took its toll on people.” 

But Michael and Jack had 
already found each other; they 
had already overcome the feel- 
ings of isolation that so many 
gay men and women felt at the 
time. They saw a bigger picture. 

“We began to talk about 
those things that were really 
important that we felt were for 
the bigger change that would 
come to society," Michael 
shares. "And we knew that 
marriage would be the thing 
that would do that because it is 
the bedrock of society. It defines 
relationships, it determines what 
rights and privileges are passed 
down in society through the 
law, it works in distribution or 
conservation of wealth, it deals 
with children — a whole host of 
things. We knew this would have 
a huge impact. But more impor- 
tantly for us, personally, it was 
an important part of our commit- 
ment that this was something 
that we wanted for ourselves. 
We wanted to have the same 
respect and the same kind of 
relationship that members of the 
rest of our family did." 

As a law student, Jack was 
getting an understanding for 
how the law and politics worked, 
and how to use that to his ad- 
vantage. "One of the things that 
you learn in politics is one of 
the things the politicians like to 
do is they say 'go slow' and that 
really means that you beg for 
whatever equality they're willing 
to give you," he says. "And we 
just said 'Absolutely not; it's full 
and absolute equality, no excep- 
tions, no excuses.” 


With the gay movement gain- 
ing speed, the men decided the 
culture was ripe for them to take 
action. "You know the coasts 
had nothing over Minneapolis," 
Michael says. "This was a center. 
This truly was a center during 
that time. And Minnesotans are 
so modest and nice, you know, 
we don't want to brag too much, 
but one of the first national gay 
conferences was held right here 
on the West Bank." 

Indeed, gay people and their 
allies were demanding equality 
nationwide. With groups like the 
Mattachine Society in Chicago 
and the Phoenix Society in 
Kansas City, activism wasn't 
reserved to the coasts. Michael 
says that the East Coast likes to 
claim Stonewall as the begin- 
ning of the gay movement — it 
wasn't. "There were many other 
things going on at that time," 
he says. "People kicked closet 
doors open so loud you could 
hear them echoing across the 
whole country." 

Against that homophile 
movement backdrop, Jack began 
his research at the law school 
and discovered that marriage 
between two persons of the 
same sex was not forbidden by 
state statutes. So they applied. 
In 1970, Jack and Michael be- 
came the first same-sex couple 
known to apply for a marriage 
license. Turned down by Hen- 
nepin County, they fought to the 
United States Supreme Court, 
where they lost their case in a 
one-sentence dismissal that has 
reverberated in federal courts 
and played an indirect role in 
pushing same-sex marriage to 
the high court this year. 

"They did not deny the claim, 
they dismissed it; there is a legal 
distinction there," Jack says. 
"And basically they dismissed it 
‘for want of a substantial federal 
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THE WEDDING 


HEARD 'ROUND 


THE WORLD 


AMERICA'S FIRST GAY MARRIAGE 


MICHAEL MCCONNELL 


JACK BAKER 


(From left) McConnell and Baker. Photo by Melissa Davidson, Studio threesixty5; June 2015: Love is law! The court's ruling included this note: Minnesota's 1972 decision in 
"Baker v. Nelson must be and now is overruled." Photo by Angela Jimenez; Book cover. Image courtesy of University of Minnesota Press 


question,’ which in plain English 
is ‘now is not the time; we will 
answer that question but not 
now.’ So it came back this year 
in 2015 and the court finally 
answered the very question that 
we posed. So the whole issue on 
same-sex marriage began here 
and ended here. So we're quite 
proud of that. That's the differ- 
ence between then and now. It 
only took forty-something years 
to get an answer to the question, 
but it was the correct question, 
correct answer." 

Of course, at the time the 
Supreme Court dismissed their 
case, the couple did not give 
up. With some sleight of hand 
involving a legal change to 
a gender-neutral name, they 
obtained a marriage license in 
another county, and in 1971, in 
white bell-bottom pantsuits and 
macramé headbands, they ex- 
changed vows before a Method- 
ist pastor and a dozen guests in 
a friend's apartment. Their three- 
tiered wedding cake was topped 
by two plastic grooms, which a 
friend supplied by splitting two 
bride-and-groom figurines. 

Ever since, they have 
maintained that theirs was the 
country's first lawful same-sex 
wedding. The state and federal 
governments have yet to grant 
formal recognition, but no 
court has invalidated their 1971 
license either. 

Michael and Jack are quick 
to tell you that they always 
believed that they would live to 
see marriage equality nation- 
wide, they just assumed it 
would be "by the end of the 
decade." Well, 1980 came and 
went without getting any closer 
to that goal, so the two men 
decided to step out of the public 
eye and allow someone else to 
take the reins. 

“We had become a lightning 
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rod that was, we felt, holding 
things back,” Michael says. “We 
felt it would be best if we could 
move aside and let new people 
come in, develop their leader- 
ship skills, and advocate for 
themselves.” 

The question begs to be 
asked: why, after so many years 
and court cases not going in 
their favor, did the couple con- 
tinue to fight? Where did they 
get the courage and passion to 
keep going? 

“My parents always told 
me, ‘You are as good as anyone 
else,’ and that’s where my feel- 
ings about full equality come 
from,” Michael says. 

For Jack, his passion and 
courage to keep fighting come 
from the commitment he made 
to Michael. “We were commit- 
ted to an agenda and so there’s 
no point in stopping midstream 
on our agenda, so we just stood 
firm on it,” he says. “Once you 
bite the bullet, you’re just going 
to have to fight.” 

Now, more than three decades 
after stepping out of the national 
spotlight, the two men are pre- 
paring for the release of Michael's 
memoir, effectively placing them 
back in the public eye. 

“Every year there will be a 
new batch of 14-year-olds and 
they all ask the same ques- 
tion: How can I find Mr. or Mrs. 
Right?” Jack says. “And that’s 
what that memoir is aimed at, to 
try and address that question for 
young adults, for teenagers.” 

More than just the story of 
how the couple met, applied for 
a marriage license, and took that 
battle to the Supreme Court, 
readers will also discover the 
couple’s other forms of activism. 
From fighting for job security for 
gay people to taking on the Air 
Force, Michael’s memoir details 
just how far they are willing to 


fight for themselves and the 
man they love. 

The memoirs became an idea 
after the recently retired couple 
began organizing the boxes of 
history — documents, letters, 
buttons, and so much more — 
that they had been collecting 
over the years that was piling up 
in boxes in their basement. 

The couple have been very 
forthcoming about their court 
cases and the public life they 
lead, but, as Michael says, they 
hadn't told their love story. 

Here, Jack chimes in. "And 
we were just kind of sitting it 
out and waiting to see what 
everyone would say about what 
was going on and an awful lot of 
people were claiming credit for 
everything they didn't do," he 
says. "And so we actually have 
the final say. Now, this is what 
ACTUALLY did happen on same- 
sex marriage and where it actu- 
ally did start. And the fact of the 
matter is that the bragging rights 
on same-sex marriage belong 
to the University of Minnesota, 
not on the east coast or the west 
coast or anyplace else. They're 
right here, and it's all document- 
ed, and it's all in the book." 

Michael adds, "The basics 
are here. The truth is here. What 
we did is here. It'S documented. 
They can't claim that it began 
in Hawaii or Massachusetts or 
someplace else. This is where 
it began, and we have the facts 
and they're sitting right over in 
the archives at the University of 
Minnesota." He's referring to the 
recent donation of the couple's 
documents and artifacts to the 
Jean-Nickolaus Tretter Collec- 
tion in Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Studies. Their 
collection of letters, articles, 
and correspondence with GLBT 
activists around the world is 
now on display and open for 


researchers, students, and activ- 
ists to further their research. 

Indeed, the forthcoming 
memoir details much more 
than was part of their previous 
public persona, sharing pieces 
of their story that haven't been 
told before. "By 1980, when we 
decided to get off the public 
stage," Michael says, "when 
we would share those pieces 
they would either be ignored or 
they'd be used to prop up some 
other viewpoint." 

“We're telling our story, our 
way," Jack adds. "And the reason 
we waited was we could see the 
story of marriage equality was 
approaching its apex; a decision 
was going to be made. Now's the 
time to tell that story, because 
now we can tell the full story." 

With marriage equality now 
a nationwide reality, the logical 
question is what's next? Accord- 
ing to Jack and Michael, the 
activists of today will set their 
sights on a new goal. That goal 
looks to be furthering civil rights 
in the form of housing and em- 
ployment discrimination for the 
GLBT community. But whatever 
the next cause is that rallies 
activists together, Jack has one 
bit of advice for those seeking 
change: "If you don't stand tall 
and defend yourself, no one 
else will either. You've got to 
advocate for yourself." B 


Michael's memoir, The Wedding 
Heard 'Round the World: America's 
First Gay Marriage, is set to be 
released in January 2016. A launch 
party, complete with a Q&A session 
with Jack Baker and Michael McCon- 
nell, will take place January 26, 2016 
at 7 p.m. at the Elmer L. Andersen 
Library on the University of Min- 
nesota campus. For now, preorder 
your copy of the memoir from the 
University of Minnesota Press at 
www.upress.umn.edu. 
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OUR HOMES 


RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2016 Mazda CX-3 


One would presume that the number of new subcompact crossovers 
being introduced these days would translate onto the streets of our 
communities. 

Well...honestly, it's hit or miss. Around here, some of the more es- 
tablished models made their presence already on our streets. The Mit- 
subishi Outlander Sport is a favorite in our community, with the Nissan 
Juke running a good second. There are growing legions of Honda HR-V, 
Chevrolet Trax, Buick Encore, Jeep Renegade, and Fiat 500X owners 
that are joining the Outlander Sport/Juke crowd. 

All of the above listed vehicles are definitely choices dictated by con- 
sumers looking for maximum utility in a small package. However, there 
is another population of automotive consumers these vehicles need to 
attract: enthusiasts. These are the people with a Mazda MX-5 Miata in 
storage during the winter. They care more about drivability on a level 
where good handling is not enough to whet their appetite for adventure. 
For them, a mere subcompact crossover is not enough. 

For them, there is the new 2016 Mazda CX. But, is it the one for 
them? Or, is it really for the rest of the consumer population? 

The CX-3 arrives as a solution for those living in urban enclaves need- 
ing a sportier solution to a problem: getting around town with more than 
a few grocery bags in the back. Yet, this solution must be able to park 
in tight spaces on the street, even if it is down the block from the front 
door of your place. 

The first solution is to make the CX-3 look the part. It takes an interpre- 
tation of the *KODO — Soul of Motion" design language seen on almost 
every Mazda so far. This interpretation resulted in a long nose, about the 
size of the Mazda3, yet with a long overhang from the front wheels. Cer- 
tainly there is enough front end between you and potential obstacles, and 
there is an assurance of safety by doing so. The roofline is sporty, but not 
upright in the rear end. It looks good, but there is a drawback to having a 
roofline of that degree of slant; however, the hatch opens wide for better 
loading, despite the high loading height above the bumper. 

Our Touring tester had smaller 16-inch wheels, which are great to 
avoid wheel-curb rash. They are also great for winter driving, since the 
higher sidewall is better to get through the snow. The front doors are 
large and open wide, though the rear doors are amenable for rear seat 
access, despite being a bit smaller than some of its competitors. In all, 
the CX3 is handsome, though some people might be picky on the long 
front end and other details. 


Mazda has been stepping it up on interior design, and it shows inside of 
the CX-3. The instrumentation focuses on a center speedometer dial with 
two digital ^wings." The left screen offers a tachometer and gear position, 
while the right shows fuel level and trip information. Pretty straightfor- 
ward and understandable. The rest of the dashboard falls along the same 
theme, mostly seen on other recent Mazda models with a combination of 
circular and in-line vent ports, lower climate controls, and a small tablet- 
like screen for the infotainment system. This falls down into a center con- 
sole that has the knob controllers for the tablet-like screen above (also 
known as Mazda Connect) and a short transmission lever. 

Luckily, the CX-3 gets the improved Mazda Connect system now seen 
on several Mazda models. The larger knob controls everything from ra- 
dio tuning to point of interest searches for the navigation system. This 
system offers SiriusXM, full Pandora integration, a solid navigation sys- 
tem, and Bluetooth connectivity for the phone and music file playback. 
Bose provides seven speakers for clean sound throughout the cabin. 

This Touring model that I have been testing has leatherette seating 
in black with a muted medium shade of red for trim pieces around the 
cabin. The red accenting was OK, but I had some questions about it con- 
sidering it is wearing a blue exterior color. Colors aside, the seats are 
fine with a balance of comfort and support. It is not a tall vehicle, so head- 
room for taller people may need some adjustment when equipped with 
the moonroof. Rear seats are comfortable for two to three people, but 
there is not enough leg room for tall people. Four average sized adults 
would have a fun time inside the CX-3 at best. 

The cargo hold is at best adequate to use. With the rear seats up, it 
only has 12.4 cubic feet to spare. Fold down the rear seats, and there is 
44.5 cubic feet available. This was put to the test twice: carrying two sets 
of bags for the run home from a regional media event outside of Chicago 
to Madison, Wisconsin and to haul a plethora of trophies for a car meet 
one of my outlets was co-sponsoring. For the luggage issue, I needed to 
fold down one part of the rear seat to accommodate at least my bags. As 
for the trophies, it did carry the weight without hesitation. The CX-3 has 
a payload rating of 1,038 pounds. 

The name of the game for the CX-3 is Skyactiv technology. It starts with 
the original Skyactiv engine, a 2.0-liter four-cylinder engine. In the CX-3, 
this engine puts out 146 horsepower, which is adequate for this class. A 
six-speed automatic transmission is the only gearbox available on the CX- 
3, and it is a good choice for this engine. This tester had all-wheel drive, 
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RIDE REVIEW 


which I hoped to test out as the atmosphere started to feel a bit “snapped.” 
In all, this driveline works fine in the CX-3 keeping less than 3,000 pounds 
of subcompact crossover motivated over its extended test, including the 
haul from outside of Chicago to Madison and back up to the Twin Cities. 

The ride was simply fine. The suspension absorbed what it could 
from most surfaces and was strong enough to handle the extra cargo 
of car meet trophies when it had to. Although, I did find a lot of road 
noise coming from the tires and the road below, even when the CX-3 was 
empty. Handling was just as expected from a crossover, which trended 
on the soft side. Roll was present in the turns, but not enough to cause 
alarm for occupants. Steering was OK, though a sharper action and a 
tighter turning radius would make it perfect. On-center feel was good 
and turning action was solid. Brakes were fantastic with good stops in 
both normal and panic situations. 

For the CX-3, Mazda claims it could get up to 35 MPG. In reality, I got 
an average of 29.4 MPG. No matter how you look at it, that’s still decent 
for this kind of vehicle. 

А CX3 Sport with front-wheel drive is priced from $19,960. This load- 


ed all-wheel drive Touring model came with a sticker price of $26,150. 
Lately, I’ve found that even subcompact crossovers are getting a bit sp- 
endy. This is a concern, especially when they are supposed to be “af- 
fordable." Perhaps it is all relative considering the price of new vehicles 
today, including the most popular models. 

Now that the subcompact crossover segment is growing, there are a 
few considerations to take away from the CX-3. Though enthusiasts will 
love this vehicle, one wonders if it is just the name they are attracted to 
rather than the vehicle itself. There is something behind the Mazda, any 
Mazda, that enables enthusiasts to get the most out of their vehicles; 
however, this should not exclude the rest of us. For that, the Mazda 
makes a lot of sense when selecting one from this segment. 

But this is not about making sense. It is about the ability to live in an 
urban enclave (or anywhere we live) and have the right vehicle to (a) get 
through winter, (b) haul more than a few bags of groceries when we have 
to shop, and (c) have something small enough to manage traffic better. 
For those criteria, the Mazda CX-3 makes a lot of sense. It is the best in 
the class. 
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HOME & GARDEN 


WINTER 


BY SHANE LUECK 


PERSONALIZE YOUR 


WALLS 


It’s no secret: adding artwork to your home is the easiest (and best) way to 
personalize your space. What hangs on your wall is a reflection of you; it tells your 
guests a little bit about you, your style, and creates conversation. From paintings to 
photography, the Twin Cities has no shortage of artists for homeowners to choose 
from. It’s just a matter of finding one whose style matches your own. 


Whether you’re drawn toward realism or the abstract, landscapes 
or the more intimate human body, Twin Cities artists are here to 
meet your needs. 

Take Matt Lillegard, for example. Working mainly in oils on 
canvas (with the occasional acrylics), Lillegard finds his inspiration 
mainly in popular culture. “I quite often draw images and inspiration 
from movies or television and advertising,” he says. “I guess I am a 
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realist for sure. I am very image-driven.” 

He continues, “There are usually images or ideas in my head — a 
backlog of them, really — that are just waiting to get out on canvas. I 
can say currently there are at least 10 paintings I can see clearly. I just 
have to do the work. I guess my [creative] process is not mysterious in 
that way. I usually know exactly where I’m going before I start.” 

Lillegard was always interested in art from a very early age, draw- 


MATT LILLEGARD 
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ing obsessively as a child. Surprisingly, he admits that a lot of people If Lillegard’s realist aesthetic speaks to buyers, he has completed 
don't even know that he paints. He confesses it was the only thing he works for sale but also does commissioned work. He's done a num- 
really wanted to study in college, where he received a Bachelor of Бег of portraits and has also been commissioned to do specific paint- 
Fine Arts in painting. Now he gets to paint in the comfort of his home ings from series that he’s been working on. 

that he and his husband share (“the dogs like it that way”). But anyone interested in Lillegard’s work take note: you need a 
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good-sized wall if you want to hang one of his paintings. “For those 
that have never seen my work, I tend to work big,” he says. “I like 
painting people and I like life-size or larger quite often.” 

In contrast to Lillegard’s life-like paintings, Dan Raphael has in- 
fused his previous experience with the watercolor medium and its 
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characteristics into his current work with oil paint. Of his art, Ra- 
phael says, “I can say I like paint that shows emotion over detail or re- 
alism. I want to feel something when I look at art. And when looking 
closely at a work I admire, I don’t mind seeing it come apart under 
scrutiny. Seeing the strings of the puppet are part of the poetry.” 
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MATT LILLEGARD 


RYAN COIT 


Paintings by Matt Lillegard (clockwise from left): The Swimmers; Blue; Jill Sees Strangler Victim. Photography by Ryan Coit (clockwise from left): Boy/Sir; 
Reflective Muse; Ready. 


Raphael says he’s always been creative, and certainly lost in imag- 
ination. For him, drawing led to painting, and he finds it quite useful 
to slow things down, likening it to a meditating process. 

“At some point I decided art was an avenue of expression well 
suited for me,” he says. “Artists from the past, primarily the Impres- 
sionists, have influenced my line of sight. Things that inspire me are 
design and architecture, both present and from the past. From there 
I freeze frame moments that I think would make an interesting paint- 
ing. Then they sort of become something of their own volition. I have 
found it better not to force them.” 

This creative process is exactly why Raphael works from home. 
“Т have always needed to keep the work close to me,” he says. “When 
a work is in progress it amounts to many episodes of walking away 
and then happening upon it later. That has to happen where I live.” 

How do artists decorate their own homes? For Raphael, it’s a bit 
of opposites attract. “I enjoy the process of portraying the illusion of 
three dimensions through a two-dimensional medium,” he shares. 
“There is something ancient about that. However, when I am drawn 
to own something from another artist, it tends to be sculptural. I 
guess that is a medium that fills a void.” 

Which just goes to show, art is subjective — what attracts one 
person will deter another. Subjectivity is something that Raphael em- 
braces in his own work. 

“At a glance, I think my art is a concerted effort to communicate,” 
he says. “It’s not really finished until someone has looked at it and 
drawn their own impression. It may or may not have anything to do 
with my original intent." 

With winter quickly approaching, homeowners looking to love 
what they see on their walls are open to decide what works for them. 
Do you want the art inside your home to reflect what's going on out- 
side? Or do you want to be reminded of a warmer time of year? 

For Raphael, it's the latter. 

“In my living room, I have a painting I did of Monet's gardens,” he 
says. "Birch trees that lined his property in Giverny, France. Every- 
thing was lush and green. No matter how cold it is outside, I never 
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tire of looking at it. Art can fill that sort of space and feeling like noth- 
ing else, no matter the season." 

Digital photographer Ryan Coit's art choices in his home also 
reflect emotions rather than the season. The photographer, who 
also works with cut paper and digital processing, says, "For me 
art is an emotional stimulant. I like to have images that excite me, 
stimulate me. Art that makes me happy and inspires me to get mo- 
tivated each day. I do have a few pieces that have more somber 
themes and these images are usually reflections of the past. As a 
reminder of struggles overcome." 

Those struggles he refers to have deeply impacted his own art- 
work. According to Coit, as he has evolved as an artist, he's realized 
how much of his past has an influence on his work. “I was raised very 
conservatively in a deeply religious family,” he says. “My photogra- 
phy is an outlet for my queer sexuality. It is a place I can express my 
desires, questions, and fears. A lot of my art has my personal battle 
interlaced in it — my struggle with the blending of homosexuality 
and religion. It took me a very long time to find real confidence in 
being a gay man." 

With that struggle in his past, it shouldn't come as a surprise that 
there is a bit of a religious influence throughout his pieces, yet he says 
that is something that a lot of people don't realize. But even without 
that knowledge, it's still easy to appreciate the nature of Coit's photog- 
raphy, a style that he says has changed dramatically over the years. 

“I have always loved the classic look of black and white photogra- 
phy," he says. ^A little over a year ago I went to an exhibit in LA and 
was so inspired. I realized how much I was boxing my creativity in 
by not using color and also never showing full nudity. When I came 
home I got right to work on the “Masks Ш” show where I made it my 
goal to not care if it was going to be ‘too much.’ That was really when 
my style changed, letting me really express what I was feeling and 
trying to say through images." 

The photographer you see today started long ago. Coit loved the 
arts for as long as he can remember — his mother was a ceramic 
painter, which got him painting at a young age. His father had a nice 
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camera and that eventually sparked his interest. 

“I remember saving up money from my first job when I was 15 to 
buy my first camera,” he shares. “I used to go through rolls and rolls 
of film just wandering around taking photos of anything and every- 
thing. Once I was in my college photography program, I realized my 
passion for photographing people.” 

His affinity for photographing the human form is also present 
in the art that he is attracted to by other artists. “I love work from 
Mapplethorpe and Tom of Finland,” he says. “They are huge inspi- 
rations to me, and I think at times you can see that in my photo- 
graphs. I love drawings of the male figure. I have such respect for 
artists that paint and draw." 


All of these artists' work can be purchased directly from the artists 
themselves. To stay up to date on their gallery showings, schedule 
viewings, or to purchase work, reach out to them on their websites. 


MATT LILLEGARD 
www.mattlillegard.com 


DAN RAPHAEL 
www.danraph.com 


RYAN COIT 
www.coitphotography.com 


OVER 15 AUTO 
MANUFACTURER 
CERTIFICATIONS AND 
RECOGNITIONS 


 LaMettry's * 


Collision, Glass and More! 
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* Rebecca Heltzer 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Real Estate, Divorce, Child Custody/Child Support, 
Landlord/Tenant, Litigation and Probate. 


*Selected to the Super Lawyers List 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 
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413 Wacouta St., Suite 43 
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NEED DIRT? CALL 
DALE GREEN COMPANY 


* Pulverized & Screened Soils * Residential & Commercial 
* Black Dirt & Peat * Over 70 years In The Business 


* Custom Mixtures * Delivery or Pick-up In Our Pit 


www.dalegreencompany.com 
*Quality Soils Since The 1930's 
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Conveniently Located 
Off Hwy 35W 
1308 W. Hwy. 13 
Burnsville, MN 55337 


Troy Thies Photography 


Creating value, beauty and function in unique Twin Cities homes. 
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612-338-2020 
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HOME & GARDEN 


WINTER 


BY SHANE LUECK 


| All products available at Ikea. 1. Vinter 2015 wine glass, $2.99 each 2. Vinter 2015 candle holder, $9.99 each 3. Strala decoration for light chain, $4 per 12-pack 4. 
| Strála pendant lamp, $12.99 each 5. Vinter 2015 glass, $1.99 each 6. Vinter 2015 paper plate red, $0.99 per 10-pack 


The holidays have the potential to be the most wonderful time of 
the year: friends and family all gathered around the table, sharing 
stories, laughing, and creating memories. But the holidays also have 
the potential to be the most dreaded time of the year. Tame your 
crazy uncle and stop any nagging in-laws dead in their tracks with 
these fantastic holiday entertaining tips from Ikea. 

It makes sense that more pliable materials create a softer aesthet- 
ic. Use that logic at the dinner table. Abbey Stark, communication 
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and interior design manager at Ikea USA in Minneapolis, suggests 
using textiles to help soften up the whole place setting (and they're 
a great way to personalize your dinner table, too). Use soft, natural 
colors without patterns to create an elegant look that any mother-in- 
law would be proud of. 

"A tablecloth is an easy and inexpensive way to transform any 
table," Stark says. This is also the most inexpensive way to custom- 
ize the dinner table for the occasion. While flatware and centerpieces 


y a 8 


| Paper plates never looked so good! Colorful wine glasses and Ikea's neutral Vinter 2015 table runners ($6.99 each) placed horizontally create a festive, yet 
| elegant tablescape. 


can get expensive (especially when you start thinking about finer 
china and professional floral centerpieces), napkins and tablecloths 
don’t have to be. Keeping your dishes the same from dinner party 
to dinner party doesn’t have to get repetitive if you simply switch 
out the tablecloth. Switching from a chocolate brown at Thanksgiv- 
ing, for example, to a cream or silvery gray during the winter holi- 
days creates an entirely new look and feel regardless of whether or 
not your guests have seen your dinnerware before. 

But, should you want to update your table settings, it’s never 
been easier than with Ikea’s holiday collection. Stark suggests 


making every meal special with colored wine glasses. The added 
pop of color is an unexpected touch on the table and is a bold step 
away from the traditional clear goblets. The same method can be 
used with plates: spice up your everyday plates by layering colored 
and patterned plates. 

Don’t have the funds for a new set of dishes? Never fear, Stark 
has an answer for that. “Paper plates are an easy and inexpensive 
way to liven up your table,” she says. “And they make for easy clean 
up!” With new products hitting the market, paper plates have got- 
ten a makeover, coming in elegant patterns and colors. Don’t spend 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 56 
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all of your time cleaning up when you should be enjoying the eve- 
ning with your guests. Hint: it’s okay to cut a few corners. Your 
guests will remember the laughs, not the paper plates. 

While you're laughing the night away (and not washing dishes), 
be the perfect host by passing a signature drink served in cham- 
pagne flutes on a tray. Great presentation doesn't have to require 
too much effort on your part. "We've added a bit of color to our 
cocktail, giving some pop to the natural colored glasses and tray," 
Stark says. It's as easy as that! A neutral tray and glasses will carry 
you throughout the year — just serve a festive cocktail appropriate 
to the occasion and your guests will rave. 

And, Stark says, don't stop at drinks with your trays. Carry 
them over to your food presentation as well. She says, “From finger 
foods to casseroles, serve tasty treats on festive trays and platters 
to ensure dishes look as good as they smell!" 

With food, drink, and the table setting out of the way, all that 
remains is to perfect the ambience with some music, some drinks 
at the ready, and to light the candles. “Create a festive mood in 
the space by adding candlelight," Stark says. "Sparkling lights and 
candlelight go hand in hand with a festive atmosphere." 

'To create that atmosphere, Stark says to hang ambient light- 
ing over your dining room; it will add sparkle to your entertain- 
ment space. When your guests step away from the table, keep the 
ambience going. No fireplace? Candles and lanterns are a perfect 
substitute of subtle, flickering light. If nothing else, good times are 
never far away when you can set the right mood. There's some- 
thing about the warm glow of a fire that invites guests to gather 
around and enjoy each other's company. 


As Stark says, hosting the holidays doesn't have to be difficult... 
or expensive. Set the table, create the ambience, enjoy your guests. 
It can be as simple as saying, "Happy holidays." 


= 


| Add a punch of color by serving a colorful signature cocktail after dinner. | 
| Serve drinks in Ikea's Vinter 2015 champagne flutes ($6.99 per two-pack) for : 
: an inexpensive, yet elegant presentation. | 
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arpet & Flooring 


Customer Service is our #1 GOAL 
Since 1980 


A Style for Every Home 


That’s Metal? Yes, Your Last Roof Ever! 


EVERGREEN 


Metal Roofing & Siding of Minnesota 
A Division of Quarve Contracting, Inc. 


CONIBACHNG Installing Long-Life Products for Your Home 


Steel Roofing 99 Siding.com 
www.quarve.com • quarve@quarve.com 
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Call us today to schedule your 
free 17 point roof inspection. = 
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CORPORATION 


HABITATION g With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get skilled 
FURNISHING + DESIGN И? Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney Repair, Cedar 
4317 Excelsior Blvd. Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even Solar options. 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
habitationdesign.com At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of blending 
Shop Local Makers of Stylish Home Gifts design, craftsmanship, with good customer service. And, we 
SS guarantee our work. 


STANGLER WORKS 


TAN > We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows. 
"Bro, 


TERESA AUDET e3 T Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more 


Call us at 612-722-7129 


NEVER LOST 2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis * Garlock-French.com 
Oddities - Amusements - Curiosities MN License #ВСОО1423 


Elk River Coon Rapi 
15612 Jarvis St. NW 2163 Coon Rapids Bd. 
763-441-7011 763-755-4149 


* OVER 36 YEARS IN BUSINESS 


* EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER 
SERVICE 


* EXPERIENCED, 
KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF 


* HUGE SELECTION 


FurnitureAndThings.com 


Maintenance free folding 
- Adirondack Chairs 


| Available in all colors = 2 S е; 


13745 Sunfish Lake Blvd. (Hwy. 10 & Sunfish), Anoka, MN 55303 * 763.427.4103 « PlantsAndThingsUSA.com 
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HOME & GARDEN 


WINTER 


BY TOM KERBY 


TIS THES 


ASON 


«FALL 


GARDENING 


Take a moment to enjoy fall’s beauty and bounty. Take it all in. 
Breathe deeply. Then start planning for next season’s gardens. As 
the daylight grows shorter and temperatures cool, our landscapes 
turn rich colors of amber and auburn indicating the oncoming winter 
months. Take this indication of the changing seasons to settle your 
garden for winter. 

First up, change up your container gardens with fall annuals, 
and then to winter greens. Turning them out for fall mums, asters, 
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kale, gourds, and peppers will give your landscape a fresh look with 
pops of color. As your containers transition from summer to fall, you 
should also take note to bring in your summer bulbs (cannas, tuber- 
ous begonias, dahlias, etc.). These will not survive our winter. Store 
them in a cool, but not freezing, area and they will be ready to plant 
in the spring. Also, if you added tropical plants to your containers, 
consider repotting them and bring them indoors to enjoy as house- 
plants over the winter months. These tropical plants will give you 


Deer, rabbits, and mice can cause tremendous 
damage to trees and shrubs in your landscape as 
they forage during winter. 


a garden to fuss over during the coldest days of winter. I have a 
20-year-old calmondin orange tree that surprises me by blooming 
each January and filling my home with the scent of a citrus grove. 
Who needs Florida? 

Next, take stock of your landscape overall at this time of 
year. There is an age-old gardening question, “Do I cut back peren- 
nials or not?" I prefer not to cut back. Many perennials, especially 
grasses, offer winter interest. Also, leaving stems present until 
spring gives me a chance to notice whether a plant survived the 
winter. On the other hand, if you dealt with foliage diseases during 
the growing season, cut back and dispose of the debris. This will 
help to mitigate next spring's re-infestation. Cut the plant to with- 
in 2 to 3 inches of the crown, minimum. If you clip too close, you 
could expose next year's buds, resulting in winter damage. If you 
do choose to cut back your perennials, wait until the leaves have 
yellowed or turned brown. That's the signal the plant has stopped 
storing energy for the spring and is dormant. 

Pruning trees or shrubs this time of year may seem like a good 
idea but stop, drop those pruners and wait until later this winter or 
early spring. Pruning this time of year promotes new growth that 
will not have time to harden off prior to winter resulting in a weaker 
tree or shrub. 

However, there are a couple of things you can do for your trees 
and shrubs. Wrap the trunk of your newly-planted or young trees 
with a tree wrap you can purchase at any garden center. It protects 
the trees from sun scald and acts as an insulator from the sun's 
warmth, keeping the young tree from thinking "spring." Be sure to 
remove the wrap around Easter. If left on too long, there is a chance 
the wrap will harbor insects or disease. 

Deer, rabbits, and mice can cause tremendous damage to trees 
and shrubs in your landscape as they forage during winter. They 
like to feed on new growth, girdling trees and even eating shrubs 
to the ground. Protect your trees and shrubs by caging them with 
hardware cloth or chicken wire. The fencing/caging should be 2 to 
3 inches below the soil line to hinder burrowing under and extend 
18 to 24 inches above the anticipated snow line. Spray repellents 
can also be applied just prior to freezing temperatures. 

Adding another blanket of mulch after the ground starts to 
freeze is another safeguard for perennial garden areas to ensure 


the ground stays cold. Wait until the ground has 1 to 2 inches of 
frost depth then layer a few inches of either straw, hay, or leaves to 
create that blanket. 


HELLE ELLE EE ELLE ELE ELLE ELLE I 
FALL IS THE PERFECT TIME OF YEAR TO PLANT. 


* Now is the time to install new trees, shrubs, and some perennials such 
as bearded iris or peonies. Just remember to continue watering the 
newly planted material until the ground freezes. 

* Consider dividing existing perennials, such as daylilies, to rejuvenate 
soil conditions and plants for an even better show next spring. Con- 
sider sharing some of the divisions with your garden buddies. 

* Let's not forget spring flowering bulbs. Get them in the ground now 
and anticipate their kaleidoscope of color next spring. | love to use 
scilla, puschkinia, and chinodoxa because they increase in number 
each year, creating a wonderful drift of color every spring. 


SO MANY CHORES. SO LITTLE TIME. THE BIGGEST 
CHORE IN YOUR LANDSCAPE IS LAWN-RELATED. 


* Your lawn will benefit from being cut shorter. It also helps prevent 
snow mold. 

* Keep the leaves raked. 

* Continue to water your landscape, especially the newly planted and 
evergreens. They will benefit from the moisture prior to the ground 
freezing. 

* If you have an irrigation system, this is the time to have it serviced 
for a blowout. Contact your irrigation service provider to get on the 
schedule. 

* Drain and store the garden hoses. 

* Clean your garden tools prior to putting them aside for next season. 

* Empty your rain barrel, if you have one. Remember water expands 
when it freezes. 

* Lastly, start gathering your books and catalogues for inspiration as 
you dream of next year's garden. They will keep you sane during the 
darkest, coldest days of winter. В 


Tom Kerby is a landscape architect at Southview Design. He has been a 
registered landscape architect for over 20 years, and has collaborated 
with architectural/engineering firms on projects across the country. He 
is passionate about creating and building meaningful, beautiful spaces 
as part of the team at Southview Design: www.southviewdesign.com. 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Front Window 


Last week, I was hobbled with a terrible in- 
jury! I strained my Achilles tendon! As a result, 
I've been limping around, pouting, and nursing 
a bottle of beer like a big baby. 

OK, so it’s not like my foot was chopped off 
in a tragic kitchen mishap. But, still! It hurts! 
And it’s kept me from going to the gym, which 
makes me crabby. 

In retaliation, I’ve punished my failing body 
by grounding it. Гуе spent most of the past 
week sitting in a chair with my leg propped up, 
staring out the front window and quietly judg- 
ing the neighbors. 

It's just like Rear Window, except, unfortu- 
nately, I have yet to witness a murder. However, 
Ihave seen a lot of irresponsible behavior: peo- 
ple not cleaning up after their dogs; a sloppy, 
middle-aged woman with an alarming penchant 
for bedazzled, sleeveless blouses shouting 
about a failing marriage into a cell phone; a har- 
ried dad routinely sneaking out of the house to 
gulp down a brown liquid from a red Solo cup; 
vicious children coldly lopping off the heads of 
flowering plants. 

In general, it's a tableau of life in the prov- 
inces. 

Yes, my friends, I've moved back to the sub- 
urbs. After spending my early adulthood living 


in the city, and then the past decade nested in a 
small resort town, I have returned to my roots 
— that primordial gas cloud of fresh grass clip- 
pings, chlorine, gin and tonics, Fourth of July 
parades, sibling strife, WIFFLE® ball, and pa- 
rental disappointment that gave me life. 

Although I vowed never to return to this 
kingdom of banal, I’m now here, and happily 
so. Why? For a broad, a dame, a doll. For love. 
Cherchez la femme, indeed. 

The suburbs, of course, are the home to 
“good schools.” And that’s why we’re here. My 
girlfriend’s kids are in school, and the schools 
in our suburb are considered among the best in 
the state. Yet, you'd never know that from the 
criticism blasted at them during neighborhood 
get togethers. Talk of schools, teachers, and 
administrators dominates every cocktail party 
and barbecue. 

The parents spit out educational acroynms 
with such venom that it makes the conversa- 
tions rather thrilling even to an outsider like 
me, who has absolutely no clue what they're 
bleating on about. They save special contempt 
for one acronym — ODR — which is typically 
only whispered about darkly so as not to alarm 
the children. Whenever a child hears this term, 
they immediately stop whatever type of joyful, 


frenetic play they're involved in and become 
catatonic with fear. I imagine ODR as a type of 
Soviet-era gulag naughty children are banished 
to when they chew gum in class or engage in 
some other crime against the school state. 

Since my injury, I've found myself in my own 
private ODR. Locked into a lounge chair, forced 
to watch life play out just beyond my reach. 

Гуе seen moms so accustomed to putting 
other’s needs before their own, engaging in 
small, touching vanities: straightening their 
hair or applying lipstick in the rearview mir- 
ror of their SUV before shuttling a car full of 
screaming, ungrateful kids to soccer practice. 
Gaggles of neighborhood children diplomati- 
cally settling turf battles through Capture the 
Flag. And dogs — oh, the number of dogs on 
the block! — gossiping over the fences with 
yappy, merry glee. 

Its made me want to shuck my dreary per- 
ceptions of suburban stultification and join the 
party. The suburban parties, organized by fraz- 
zled parents and fueled by frozen appetizers 
purchased at Costco, are very different than 
ones I’m used to — those sparkly affairs domi- 
nated by top-shelf liquor and the witty chatter 
of gay male aesthetes. But it’s still a party. And 
I’m thrilled to have been invited. m 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


POR RODRO 


Don't be gay! 
Ne sois pas gai! 


Don't read! Don't think! 


Ne lis pas! 


Ne pense pas! 


Try to be normal like us! 
Tente d'étre normal comme nous! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff 
that cares! Meeting Space with a gender 
neutral restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, 
Minneapolis. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Pop-A-Lock hiring  car/house door 
unlocking subcontractors. * You provide 
transportation, GPS, insurance, phone. * 
We provide uniform, training, tools, jobs, 
24/7 Service inside 494/694. Meet these 
expectations: email joev(apopalockmn. 
com, (612) 843-2252. 


EVENT PLANNING 


Fotobox photo booths are perfect for any 
event. Our professional attendant will 
guarantee your guests have a great time. 
Large booth, props, & everyone gets a 
print. www.fotoboxlive.com/twincities, 
(612) 246-3711. 


COTTAGE HOUSE • Ап Occasional 
Market * Next sale: HOLIDAY KICKOFF 
- NOVEMBER 27, 28, 29. Fri-SUN 10-6 e 
4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 


& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 


www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com, 
(612) 746-0508. 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 


AUTHENTIC INVESTIGATIONS - 
Professional ^ investigators ^ providing 
services to individuals, corporations, 
insurance companies апа attorneys. 
Licensed, bonded, and insured 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
www.authenticinvestigations.com. 
(612) 871-7244. 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Summit-Hill area St. Paul - 2 bedroom 
upper duplex, hardwood floors, remodeled 
bathroom, new gas fireplace, own laundry, 
off-street parking, no smoking, no pets. 
References, background check. Deposit 
required. $1500./month. p3gk33f3(dgmaiL. 
com, (917) 848-0854. 


SOLAR ENERGY 


Life. Powered by the sun. Reduce your 
electric bill with Energy Concepts. Great 
incentives available now for limited time 
for solar electric and thermal! Call for free 
evaluation. www.EnergyConcepts.us, 715- 
381-9977. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (d (612) 306-6323. 


WEDDING PLANNERS 


The Crown Room Banquet Center- holiday 
parties, corporate events, wedding 
receptions, and more! An incomparable 
experience complete with outstanding 
food and professional staff to cater your 
event needs. TheCrownRoomRogers.com, 
(763) 428-8181. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING FLORISTS 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


612-379-1393 Let us help you customize 
уму райшксра:сош, your décor for the Holidays 
651-646-7244 
www.gardenofeva.net 


1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


Family Owned & Operated 


For Over 60 Years! FRAMING 


FramingBy LLC 


|| Contact us for all your art framing 


gE n needs! Mobile consults available. 
E 2070 JASON KEMP 
HAGEN 5 2222 SON KEMP 
framingbyjason.vpweb.com 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


«Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
*Training courses 
Robbinsdale, MN - 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI - 715-690-1198 


You have a friend at 
Rosedale Chevrolet, 


Call Dewey Lysen at www.billsGS.com 


(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 


. union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


È rosedale 
CHEVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 


Individual and Couples Therapy 
Collaborative, Non-Judgemental, Caring Approach 
Experienced (25 years in the field) 

Free Phone Consultation 


(651) 783-5656 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 * Roseville, MN 55113 
jehildstherapy@gmail.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 


EXECUTIVE WANTED 
Work as a print and/or online Struggling with 
Advertising Account Executive Substance Abuse? 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


Take the 1st step & call 
PRIDE Institute, the nation's 1st, 
exclusive, LGBT treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. WIDE 
952-934-7554 . INSTITUTE 


[d 


No phone calls please. 
HOME SERVICES 


SNAP 


construction inc. 
H's that easy 


e, 


WE SPECIALIZE IN — 

Remodeling 

Insulation 

Home Energy Efficiency * 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Roofing 
Siding 
Windows 


C CALL US 
) 612-889-8МАР (7627) 
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PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE * REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS * TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE * DECKS * PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Proferrional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Pride Custom Painting 
763-251-8811 
Å Interior « Exterior « Staining 


Visit pepmsp.com for special offers. 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
UCENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


THE NETWORK 


INSURANCE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 


COLDUJGLL 


de 
Making Dreams Come Home*"| 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 an 


christopher j friend 
urban realtor 


_ 
HELLO GORGEOUS! 2 BLOCKS FROM CEDAR LAKE 
4112 Cedar Lake Road South, St. Louis Park/Mpls 


Walk, run or bike to the lakes, the West End, Downtown, Uptown, 
spectacular hill top setting, in a private cul-de-sac, 449k. 


Ricardo Sereno (612) 889-3858 
ee StateFarm WM wemspaceorfinpoomhww SA 


FARMERS 


Davina Baldwin 

www.davinabaldwin.com 

763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 

davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


Scott Belcher А 
612-805-8880 EM GE Е 
scotbelchercom | 5 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Insurance Agency 


for 952-853-9077 


Lynn 
Koccom 


EDINA REALTY usa 


FARMERS 612°834* 2300 
INSURANCE Gstreeteréfarmersagent-com т z : lynnrossomGedinarealty.com 
www.farmersagent.com /dstreeter Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


_FOR SALE 


Sale Price: $675,000 


HRC 
ау» rights: gendenge 


pay =F sz sef conversations 


Т^ inalized 
B . Special 


! Transgender «m В Fientity 
Bisexual GER "respect efforts 
tolerance times american SEXUAL 


engaged commitment 


LAVENDER Magazine Building 
3715 Chicago Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55407-2610 


Amid century two level office building at the NE quadrant of 
Chicago Avenue South and East 38th Street. 


Rock solid and well maintained! Lots of onsite parking! Steve B urns А Ph. D Е 


Good central location in South Minneapolis on transportation 
corridors with easy access to: 
35W e Abbot Northwestern Medical Campus e Downtown 


Minneapolis © 38th Street light rail station MSP airport " Psychologist © б 1 2-9 90-0649 


Nicely positioned in a revitalizing neighborhood with 
many nearby amenities! 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


И]. Iy/4 by, d Convenient Midway Location 
Терут 2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


For more information on this 


property, please contact M C R E 


GREG MALTBY MALTBY COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
612-922-0140 • gmalthy@mcremn.com 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 

www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 E. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 
www.capsprogram.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

Providing a splendid retreat for 
outstanding women and men since 
1907. 

410 Oak Grove St. 

Minneap;olis, MN 55403 

(651) 813-5300 
www.womansclub.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis Municipal 
Building 

Exchange your wedding vows 
surrounded by stained glass 
windows & carved Italian 

marble. Intimate. Historic. Classic. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/ Weddings 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 
www.mac-events.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 

Providing free classes and peer 

support groups for people affected 
у mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Reclaim! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender* youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-gbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 
“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 

Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, celebration 
of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 
www.illusiontheater.org 
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Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 
www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


One Voice 

Minnesota's LGBTA Chorus. Building 
community and creating social 
change by lifting our voices in song. 
732 Holly Ave., Ste. Q 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 298-1954 


www.www.onevoicemn.org 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 
www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 
www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

A113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fccminneapolis.org 


New Life Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive Christian faith community 
daring to live in Jesus' transforming 
love. Come and see. 

965 Larpenteur Ave. W. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-5581 
www.newlifechurchroseville.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) 

Wingspan Ministry, Pastoral Care 
for the GLBT community, Education, 
Music, Witness and Advocacy 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651)224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The ”Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 

http://www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Bedroom Eyes 


In what was perhaps the best pick-up line 
I’ve heard in the past six months (coinciden- 
tally, the only pick-up line I’ve heard in the past 
six months), a man at a bar, after regaling me 
with stories of his tours in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, noticed Га caught something in my eye 
and asked if I’d like him to help me remove it. 

“I have something in my eye?” I blink twice 
to get it out, whatever it is. 

"It's right here,” he says and puts his hand 
on my cheek and his lips to my ear. “My bed.” 

The rehearsed wit makes him my favorite 
man in the world, and who would deny a sol- 
dier so kind as to offer clearing my vision? 

He’s straight, I learn, but “experimental,” 
which is a more current expression of what ag- 
ing millennials grew up hearing from gays in 
denial: “bi-curious.” 

A week later I’m on a flight from New York 
to Boston, accidentally eavesdropping on a 
conversation between two college-aged wom- 
en in the row over. 

I am not so far removed from their age — 
I’m in my late 20s —but their conversation is 
a foreign language. Women's studies majors, 
both with minors in gender studies, they're us- 
ing terms such as “agender” and “panroman- 
tic" and “graysexual.” These words pepper a 
conversation laced with musings on what it 
means to “hook up" in 2015, and how marvel- 
ously a recent feature in New York magazine il- 
lustrated the college hook-up culture. 

Their conversation intrigues me at first, 
then makes me feel old and more uninformed 
than usual, then reminds me of my bedroom- 
eyed soldier and other men whose curiosities 


Гуе satisfied over the years. 

After reading the article in question and 
plundering the internet, I convinced myself 
that Гуе been a cynical asshole since I lost my 
virginity. I readily admit that until I overheard 
the women on that plane, I never really bought 
into “bi.” My own experience, after all, told me 
that “bi” was just a soft opening, a smoother, 
easier way to come out as gay, nothing more. 
No one could legitimately be sexually attracted 
to both cisgenders. My relatively apathetic phi- 
losophy aligned with the grossly over-reach- 
ing, hypocritically judgmental, disgusting “bi 
now, gay later” bullshit, never mind that I fig- 
ured “bi-curious” was an outright cop-out. 

I don’t have the space here to publish a 
glossary of new words defining ancient sexual 
truths: that humans’ sex lives are indeed more 
complex than a multiple-choice question. It’s 
a terrifying experience reading about these 
“new” ideas, as the more you'll learn, the more 
you'll recognize yourself as the old grumps 
who long ago starved us of even being a G or 
L or B or T, let alone a demi-female attracted to 
those identifying female-binary. 

And it's been a liberating experience for 
me. Because yes, dammit, with this upgraded 
lexicon I realize that my love life isn't a bipar- 
tisan election. I am not automatically sexually 
aroused by the same people for whom I have 
romantic feelings. I’ve often wondered why I 
sometimes experience romantic interest in 
women, while simultaneously experiencing 
zero sexual interest. Turns out I’m possibly a 
gay panromantic. And that's just the start of it. 

I'm still wrapping my head around this, and 


I'm writing now with an embarrassingly novice 
understanding of parts of me that have gone 
unrecognized since I came out. “Gay” has al- 
ways been more than enough; sexuality has 
been happily two-dimensional. 

A few days ago, as I lay with my bedroom- 
eyed solder, I asked him what he felt about all 
of this. He was repulsed. He called it “political- 
ly-correct liberal bullshit” and said that, while 
he may be innocent on many fronts, he knows 
all he needs to know about sexuality. “But,” he 
said, “to each their own.” 

Aren't those words what our community 
has been hearing for years? Isn't that what it 
boils down to for conservative politicians who 
simply "tolerate" equal marriage because it's 
increasingly irrelevant to the masses but re- 
mains alluring to the far right? Isn't that what I 
was after when I doubted bisexuality? 

I saw my reflection in his disgusting re- 
sponse. I saw a crudely articulated version of 
what I felt myself for some members of the 
GLBT community. I saw my estranged father, 
who still can't accept that his son is gay. 

For the first time, as I lay in bed with a bi- 
curious experimental straight man, I felt that I 
was, ironically, one of the most close-minded 
people in the world. 

Here's to fixing that. BM 


Reference: "Sex on Campus," New York magazine, 
Oct. 19. 


ThroughTheseEyes.JustinJones(dgmail.com 
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HIV+? 
On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the University of Minnesota 
that is using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore normal immunity. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
612-625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover» 
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Give the women on your list exactly what they want. 
Shop our ‘Toyland Collection of fine jewelry, only at Shane Co. 
Real Italian gold. Real sterling silver. Natural gemstones. 
57 easy and affordable gifts, each one as covetable as the last. 
Bragging rights included with every gift. Your friend in the jewelry business.” 
Shop in store or at ShaneCo.com/ Toyland SHANECO.COM | MINNETONKA ө WOODBURY 
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